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PREFACE 

We beg: to lay before the public the following 
pages which contain a brief sketch of the life and 
career of late Fandit Motilal Nehru, one of the great- 
est of our leaders, whose death at this crisis of our 
national life has plunged the whole of India in the 
deepest mourning. This book contains further a full 
account of the last scenes, the funeral procession and 
the last rites, Panditji’s Presidential address at the 
Calcutta Congress, held in 1928,. and tributes from 
leading men, and appreciations in tlici press that 
have appeared on the occasion of his' death. It also 
contains the full text of the constitution for India 
drafted in the Nehru Report. The book is also pro- 
fusely illustrated on art paper and our heart felt 
thanks are due to the “Auanda- Bazar Patrika” for 
having supplied us with blocks for the purpose. We 
have taken pains carefully to compile and edit the 
following pages from the various papers and publica- 
tions which contained notices of our departed leader, 
to all of whom we hereby acknowledge our obligation 
and indebtedness. 

We also thank our- esteemed friend Prof. Deva- 
prasad Ghosh, m.a., 3.P., the distinguished scholar and 
public man for having kindly written a foreword to 
this publication. . 
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We can only hope that this attempt of ours to sup- 
ply in a handy form a brief account of the life and 
•work of Pandit Motilal'will meet with encouraging: 
response at the hands of our countrymen. 

February >20t 1931;) 

Calcutta.}',- i r 7 Editors. ^ 

v»*V. , 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

It has been very gratifying to us to find that our 
efforts to* ‘place the" life and career of our departed 
leader, the late Pandit Motilal Nehru, in a brief compass, 
in the hands of oiir countrymen, have met with a 
most encouraging response. Tin ' barely six weeks T 
time tile copies of the first edition have been entirely 
exhausted. And we; .have taken this opportunity, in 
the second edition, to'makc the life' sketch of Fanditji 
more exhaustive by incorporating in it much new 
material. We hope the book in this present edition 
will be still more useful - to the public and will con- 
tinue to meet with encouragement at their hands. 


20th. April, 1931. [ 
Calcutta. 


.. Editors 



. - . FOREWORD 

The death of Pandit Motilal Nehru has removed 
from our midst a towering personality; , though his 
active participation in public life 'dates from a com- 
paratively recent period, yet during this short dozen 
years or so he succebded in creating lor himself a 
unique position. In this meteoric rise, to the supreme 
leadership of the affairs of the nation, the only parallel 
in recent years has been Deshabandhu Das, whose 
sudden demise the nation had to mpurn barely six 
years ago. . y!'- 

What is most remarkable about Pandit MotilaTs 
career and personality is the curious amalgam of 
contraries that has characterised them. By training 
and temperament a, most level-headed man, a confirm- 
ed moderate in politics till well past his middle age, 
yet in the closing years of his career almost an inflex- 
ible revolutionary — an aristocrat’:, to his finger-tips, 
an aristocrat in the best sense of the word, in family 
traditions, in culture, in character,- 3'et the undisputed 
and universally beloved leader of the most democratic 
mass-movement in India’s history— an intellectual scep- 
tic, a brilliant lawyer, a successful man of the world, 
essentially modern in oiitlook, with a keen apprecia- 
tion and thorough enjoyment of the good things of 

\ t, y~ /- 

this world, yet in the evening of his life a most ardent 
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi v with’ his rigorously 
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ascetic and almost ’’mediaeval outlook on life and 
affairs, at 1 *■»’ • • • * ■ 

v these are ■ ' ■ ' ■ 

wonderful career of this .prince among- men. And 
whosoever would understand Pandit". Motilal must 
solve this riddle and get down to the inner soul of the 
man which harmonized this manifold variety. 

As to’the reactions on our public life — the disastrous 
reactions — of hisMeath at this precise moment, in the 
very crisis of- India's struggle for freedom, it were ■ 
idle to expatiate* ' .1 think there was only one other 
death equally tragic, equally untimely — and the death 
of one, equally distinguished, equally the idol of India’s 
millions— I mean the death of Lokamanya Tilak, 
which was comparable in its consequences. The death 
of Bal Gangadbar’Tilak in August, 1920, just when 
the new Constitutional Reforms were impending, and 
on the very eve of the non-co-operation movement, 
was a disaster whose magnitude it were difficult to 
fathom even now. But for Bokamanya’s disappearance 
from the arena of Indian politics at^tliat critical hour, 
India’s history for the past ten years might have been 
differently written. And now, to-day in 1931, when 
•India stands at the threshold of a new chapter of 
her destiny, and requires the unstinted services of 
her ablest sons in giving shape and form to that 
chapter, disappears Pandit Motilal Nehru — the one 
man who by virtue of his wide knowledge of men and ' 
affairs, his political sagacity, his ardent patriotism, 1 
and the supreme esteem in which he was held by his / 
countrymen, might have been expected to be able to" 
shape that chapter after India’s aspirations. 


Inscrutable are tlie ways, of Providence, and it 
were idle for mere man to question or carp or com- 
plain. Our only consolation lies in the thought that 
He alone knows what is best for us ; and our only 
prayer can be' -7~. : . £/•: 

• • “THY WILL BE DONE.” 


February 8, 1931. 
Calcutta. 


} 


•Bevaprasad Ghosh. 



CHAPTER; I 
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ufe?&nd career 

’■ 1 “^ ' 
-== ><><: ^ ><i 7v^ •."'•'■• . i. 

■ ”‘r . ":.&••>. - ... V V, 

Birth and Early i\ 

Seventy years ago, on May 6, 1861, jPanditi^Motilal V 
Nehru was born at Delhi. He was the. Son of Pandit v 
Gangadhar Nehru who had been a Kotwal and died . 
a few months before Motilal was : born.- His forefathers ; 

| migrated from Kashmir to British India. • The Kash- 
! miri Brahman community to ' . which 'liev belonged 
number about 5,000 in British India. Motilal was j 
brought up under tlie .lovihg /care of his brother ! ; 
Pandit Nandalal Nehru, who had- been .-at that time, 
practising as a Vakil: at Delhi. -•V>d' '• >'• 

Motilal was educated,, in the Muhammadan o'.. 
Makhtabs till the age/pf twelve and ; acquired a good 
working knowledge of;, Persian arid Arabic. After- ;, 
words he joined the government High School at 
Cawnpore and passedrdhe Entrance Examination in the • 
first division. At the Muir Central' College, Allahabad,- . ', 
where he underwent his collegiate course, he was a 
favourite student of the eminent educationist, Prin- 
dpal Harrison; and among his fellow-students at 
College were Sir Sundar LaL and Pandit Madan 
. Mohan Malaviya. Pandit Nehru, however, did not 
appear for the B. A. Examination, having already 
chosen Law as his profession and in the short period 
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A^iths which he devoted to the study of Law 
liter e ®' c * ieac ^ enou £k to appear for the High 
Vjhmmation and to‘;t 6 p the list of the success-. 


married Ih they ear 1882 Srijukta Swarup Rani 
■' Swarup Rani was the daughter of an orthodox 
/f M pious Brahman. She was a gifted and accom- 


fj ;l/shed lady',- and proved herself a worthy mate of her 
sWistiifguished husband. Their conjugal life was' a 
i*;lii\ppy one. Pandit "J aw ahar Lai Nehru is their only 
J frin and Mrs.' Bijoy/Lakshmi Pandit and Miss Krishna 
( Nehru are the two daughters. 
f j J . ■ * ; As Leader of tho Bar 

In 1883.Patidit'Nelfru began his practice as a Vakil 
J ift Cawnpdre where, within the short period of three 
years, he built rip. a good name and secured a wide . 
clientele. Among the friends that he. made at that 
station was Pandit Prithvi Nath, a. leading Vakil who 
had very great admiration for ‘ the ambitious young 
« man. .-Partly under his advice, partly dissatisfied with 
remaining a-mere local success, at Cawnpore, Motilal 
r joined the. High, Court Bar at Allahabad where 
■ within five or six years. he reached a prominent place; 
the High Court enrolled him soon after as an Ad- 
vocate and for long years he continued as one of the 
veteran lawyers of Northern India ; appearing in 
almost every famous and costly litigation till he left, 
at the call of Non-Co*operatipn, his high place of 
leadership at the Bar to serve 7 Ills country. As a 
lawyer, Pandit Motilal was famous "for the strength 
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and directness of bis advocacy; and as a champion 
of the people’s cause he had, even before he had joined 
the Non-Co-operation movement, built himself a name. 
The courage with which he fought for the freedom of 
the Press and liberty of speech, undeterred by the 
frowns of office and uninfluenced by the admonitions 
of office-seekers, had already marked hini ' out .as the 
leader of his Province in all matters that Concerned 
the people’s good. .. * \ " 

Political Career . r 

Panditji entered active politics rather late in life. 
It was only in 1 907, when he was forty-six years of 
age that he took a leading part in a notable public 
function, by presiding over th’e U. P. Provincial Con- 
ference held at Allahabad ; but eyen ' then he did not 
•' come into much prominence:. outside his province. He 
was content to remain a humble camp-follower in the 
Moderate party, of which Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Mr. .Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
w-ere the shining lights. 

Morley-BIinto.. Reforms. 

On the inauguration’, of the Morley-BIinto reforms 
in 1 909 he thought fit- to participate more actively in 
public life, and became a member -of . the United Pro- 
vinces legislative Council. In the Council Chamber 
.as well as in the several’ ’'Committees in which he 
acted, his record, as might have been expected, 
was that of a thoroughly independent man, and he 
was always a severe critic of the administration. He 
was uncompromising in his . atti tilde, once he was 
convinced of the correctness of his position, undeter- 

■. 4 ■ 
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red alike by public censure and official disfavour. 
Some instances of his fearless attitude can here be 
given. When the Jehangirabad Amendment relating 
to communal representation came 'up for discussion 
before the , Council, he boldly spoke out his mind 
although the Opposition included such names as 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and although the 
Press and the public in one accord were loud against 
him. "He was convinced of the supreme need of 
effecting the reconciliation of the Muhammadan with 
y the Hindu so, .that both might feel that they were 
v Indians first and. Hindus or Muhammadans only after- 
. wards. Indeed, it * was his noble and generous : 
attitude in the ..matter of the Muslim demand for 
separate .and even proportionately excessive repre- 
sentation' in the government of the country that 
served to ,'briug., about a^cessatiou of the frequent 
Hindu-Muslim-Jeuds and paved the way for a happy 
rapprochomtnt between the two communities in his 
province. 

Another incident that showed the man’s mettle 
happened in the October Session of the U. P. 
Legislative Council in 1917. Sir James Mcston (as lie 
then was) presided. -The Pandit moved a resolution 
conveying to the Government the censure of the 
House regarding the conduct of Principal Wood of 
the Roorkce College in indulging in unwarranted 
aspersions on the character of Indians and lie made 
a short speech on the occasion. The official Secretary 
referred to a letter of regret from Mr. Wood which, 
however, was not satisfactory as an apology. A 
debate thereupon ensued and Sir James Mcston ii/* 



the end hastily wound up the proceedings and put 
the resolution to the vote without giving the Pandit 
an opportunity to have his final word in reply. Pandit 
Nehru’s appeal to the President was in vain. When 
he realised that 'his rights were thus overlooked, the 
Pandit got up, told the President that he could not 
remain in the House and see his fundamental rights 
as a member thereof trampled under ■ foot;, and deft the 
Council Hall forthwith. And it . taxed all the-;diplo- 
matic skill of the Governor as well as the friendly 
persuasions of Sir Sundar Lai (one of his staunch 
friends since their days at the Muir, >Central College) 
to prevail upon him to return to the Council. 

Home Rule Movement 

In this manner, Pandit Motilal went on fighting 
for people’s rights and ..against bureaucratic, .vagaries 
in the Legislative Council. But a morels trenuous 
fight was imp'endingj and that was ushered in by the 
Home Rule movement started by Mrs; Annie Besant 
in 1916. The whole world was then in the throes of 
the Great War and the fate of nations was hanging 
in the balance. It was at this fateful moment that 
Mrs. Besant started a. whirlwind 'campaign for the 
assertion of India’s right to self-determination and 
Home Rule. All the high-sounding professions of 
Britain and the Allied Powers, viz. that the War was 
being waged for the cause of freedom, for the cause 
of down-trodden peoples, for the cause of self-deter- 
mination, etc., notwithstanding, the Government in 
India reacted to this movement by launching upon 
a campaign of severe repression, culminating in the 
internment of Mrs. Besant herself. 
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The whole' country was astir, and it could not leave 
PanSit Motilal untouched. Though at the time he 
was a recognized Moderate and was one of the 
Directors of the Leader, a moderate Newspaper pub- 
lished ^rom Allahabad, he felt his moderation giving 
way under the pressure of events and he joined heart 
and soul in.fJie Home Rule movement On account 
of his commanding position at the Bar, Panditj! very 
soon game to the forefront in the Home Rule move- 
ment, fwhich also drew into active politics another 
great' leader of the Bar, the late Mr. C. R. Das of 
Bengal. As a result of his coming into prominence 
as a Home ‘Rule leader, he was elected President 
,o£ the Special Sessional the Provincial Conference. 

.The address he delivered on that occasion is 
memorable as ohe of the finest indictments of the 
policy and'programme of repression carried out by the 
Government The Pioneer; enraged at the boldness 
of the addrcssyconferred on'him the title of “Brigadier- 
Genfirai of the Home Rule Deagu’c.” 

As a Journalist 

It was about this time that he withdrew from the 
directorate of the Leader -afid became the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors owning the new nationalist 
dally, the Indr pendent. The mission of the new paper 
was admirably set outby him in an early issue : — 

Two ideals rule the world. Two realities strive for 
mastery. The ideal and reality of Spartacus, 
the reality and ideal of Epictetus. The one 
breaks his chains and the other bares b?s soul. 

The Independent has conic into existence to lay 
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bare the soul of a nation, of a people ripening 
into nationhood, of communities merging into, 
a people, of. individuals growing into a commu- 
nity. How shall it approach its noble work? 
Or better still how not? 

Not along the facile line of opportunism, the fatal 
line of least resistance which stifles the soul 
and perverts the mind. Not . by methods of 
cabal, camera and camarilla which bripg no 
lasting good and help and -only distort the 
outlook. 

But by bringing the fierce.’light of day to play on 
dark spots wherever they exist By giving 
expression to the plain expressions of the plain 
mind in plain language. By striving to press 
home the eternal truth that while on the one 
hand natural rights of mankind hannot be 
withheld to be doled, out in r . little bits with a 
consciousness ; of- high-minded generosity and a 
benignly benevolent purpose, those rights can 
not on the other hand thrive in an atmosphere 
of religious cleavage and racial antagonism. 

Thus alone can the Independent fulfil its mission 
and join President Wilson in saying: “The 
select classes of mankind are no longer the 
governors of mankmdk- The fortunes of man- 
kind are now in the hands of the plain people 
of the whole world.” ■ \ 

. In conducting the Independent , Pandit Motilal had 
to incur considerable financial loss and he did it 
willingly as he was conscious how necessary such a 
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A 

paper was for the' education and progress of his 
country towards tne goal of self-government 

The Montagu Announcement" of 1917 

1 * The Home -Rule ,-pgitation caused a great pertur- 
bation jujIJh gland Coming as*it did in the midst of the 
GreatTWar; andihe British Cabinet felt it incumbent 
to all|iy the Indian unrest by a definite declaration 
of British policy in India ; and thus came about the 
famous announcement of Mr. Montagu, the Secretary 
' of State for India, -ph- the 20th August, 1917, declaring 
the ultimate., goal of British policy in India to be 
the progressive realization of responsible Government 
• in India, r ’"' 

) This historic announcement was hailed with great 
'/ relief ahd delight in political circles in India ; parti- 
cularly as it was accompanied with .the withdrawal of 
repressive measures against the Home Rule move- 
ment, and the release of Mrs. Annie Besant herself. 
Mrs. Besant received a great ovation by being called 
upon to preside oyer the deliberations of the Indian 
National Congress at Calcutta.' Mr. Montagu, the 
Secretary of State for India, himself came out in the 
•. winter of 19J7-1 8 to India to see for himself the con- 
.ditions in India, and to consult the leaders of Indian 
Opinion. All these activities and gestures, which led 
people to think that Britain was nt last earnest in her 
pledges brought about a great improvement in the 
Indian political situation ; and the quarrel that had 
been going on between the Extremist and Moderate 
politicians for the preceding decade was temporarily 
suspended.' Already in 1916, the Indian National 
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Moderates, had been thrown open ) to the Extremists ; 
and this rupproehem-evt took place in Lucknow. Then 
at the Calcutta Congress of 1917, although the 
Moderate leaders demurred at • first to.. ; the election of 
Mrs. Besant, the Home Rule leader, as President, still 
ultimately the differences were made up,” aiid it was 
Sir Surendranath Banerjca, the great Moderate leader, 
who actually, in the open Congress, proposed Mrs. 
Besant to the chair. . ./■ . 

• v . y 

The Internments '• 

This improvement in the relations between political 
India and Britain, and between the two wings of 
political India . herself, was not however destined to 
last long. For- though Mrs. Besant had been released 
from internment, ., there were many others numbering 
over a thousand, including'tlie Ali Brothers who still 
remained interned under the Defence of India Act, a 
piece of War legislation./ . There were many other in- 
cidents, like the Homagata dVIaru Incidents, gun-run- 
ning Bengal revolutionaries, etciand consequent repres- 
sion, that had been taking. place all these war years 
which pxoduced a great bitterness and tension in public - 
feelings; and even while gestures of conciliation were - 
■ being made by the British Cabinet, tales of torture 
and oppression practised upon the internees trickled 
from behind the prison-bars and kept up the bitter- 
ness. So the atmosphere of suspicion of Britain’s 
teal motives was not altogether dissipated. 


Montagu Chelmsford ‘Report 
t was in this atmosphere of mingled hope and 
■ust that the Montagu-Chelmsford Report made 
appearance in July, 1918; and at once there 
a great chaos and a parting of ways. That 
Ort was felt to be a disappointing document by all 
ies; but" while the Moderates felt that though 
Report was not as good as might have been e.v 
ed; still it represented a great improvement upon 
previous state of things, and therefore the Reforms 
a 'put ' into operation should be worked; the 
emistwing held that the Reforms proposed in 
Report were thoroughly inadequate, unsatisfactory 
disappointing and should be regarded as utterly 
ceptable. As a result of this serious schism, the 
jress yririch the Extremists were only allowed 
iter at Lucknow in 1976 ; and which was to some 
it dominated by them at Calcutta in 1917, came 
eforth to "be" exclusively controlled by them ; 
the year 1918 marks the definite secession of the 
crates as a body from the Indian National 
rress. 

10 End of <ho Groat War and tho Rowlatl Acts 

he year 1918 marked also the end of the great 
!d-war in which Britain and the Allied Powers 
! out victorious. In India however the end 
e War was followed ■ by rather unexpected 
lopments. The Defence of India Act which was 
ar measure, and under which numerous persons 
been interned as mentioned above, was due 
rpirc after six months from the termination of the 


tionary movement Accordingly 'a ' committee was 
formed with Mr; Justice Rowlatt as President, which 
after investigating intb the revolutionary activities 
in India came out with a report, recommending 
among other things internment without . trial. Two 
Bills based on the Rowlatt report were introduced in 
the Imperial Legislative Council, and despite all 
opposition, were passed into law on the 1 8 tli March, 
1919 . ' • . 

* . ,, . r J . • .* ♦*.» ’ ' * .• ,* 

The Moderate leaders headed by .Sir Surendranath., 
Baneijea opposed the passage of the Bills tooth and 
nail in the Imperial Legislative Council, and when the' 
Government rode roughshod over all opposition, they 
walked out of the Council Chamber in protest.' Mean- 
while the feeling in the "country against the Rowlatt 
Acts was intense. They were dubbed the “Black 
Acts”. This determination on the part of the British 
authorities to arm themselves witli most drastic War 
powers to put down popular movements, after all their 
tall talk about the war. for freedom and self-determina- 
tion and so forth, came as a profound shock, and 
greatly added to the volume of- distrust and discontent 
already produced in the country by the halting and 
half-hearted nature of the . Montagu-Chdmsford 
Report . . 

The Satyagraha movement 

And this immense popular discontent found a most 
powerful leader in Mahatma Gandhi, who had return- 
ed to India on the eve of the Great War with all the 


prestige of his South African triumph. Mahatma 
Gandhi preached that since all the protests from 
Moderate leaders like Sir Sureaidranath were unavail- 
ing to move the stony hearts .of the Bureaucracy, the 
only method left to an unarmed people was the 
adoption of Sq.tr/agraha and civil disobedience. He 
enunciated the following vow of Satyagraha : 

Being conscientiously' of opinion that the Bills are 
unjust, subversive of the principles of liberty and 
justice, and destructive of the elementary rights 
of -individuals on which the safety of the com- 
_ “ niunity as a whole and the state itself is based, 
we solemnly affirm that in the event of these 
Bills becoming law and until they are withdrawn 
we shall refuse civility to obey these laws and we 
' further affirm that in the struggle wc will faith- 
fully follow the truth and refrain from violence 
to life, person, or property. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. C. R. Das were 
among the foremost to take up the Satyagraha vow 
aud join the banners of Mahatma Gandhi in the 
strenuous fight against tlicRowlatt Acts. There was 
a whirlwind campaign throughout the length and 
breadth of the country against these measures. The 
movement was strong everywhere, hut the intensity 
was at its highest pitch in the Punjab. 

Outbroak in tho Punjab 

The Punjab was particularly affected because the 
brunt of the war had fallen upon the Punjabces. 
Lalchs of soldiers had been recruited and crorcs of 
rupees as war-loans had been raised almost at the 
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point of the bayonet under the “thorough” regime of 
Sir Michael O’Dwyer. There had besides been great 
bitterness of feeling 6ver the Komagata Maru inci- 
dents and the Ghadar conspiracy cases in which mainly 
Punjabee Sikhs were involved. On the top of all this 
came the Black Bills. Naturally the commotion in 
the Punjab was great. • G 

The 30th March, 1919, was fixed by MahatmarGandhi 
as a day of all-India hartal as a protest against the 
Black Acts. On that day there was unique demonstra- 
tion in Delhi, when Swami Shraddhananda mounted 
the pulpit of the great Jutnma Musjid, and preached 
the necessity of a united Hindu-Muslim fight / 
against the Government. The feelings of the. Muslims, 

, too, : had been strained to the breaking point on ac- 
count of the attitude of Britain and the Allied Powers 
towards Turkey. This united Hindu-Muslim demons- 
tration however led to great rioting and blood-shed 
owing to clash with the Government forces on the 
' 30th March. There were similar incidents though on a 
minor scale, in some . other places in the Punjab and 
elsewhere. 

Mahatma Gandhi was very much pained to hear of 
these violent out-breaks, for non-violence was the very 
essence of his Satyagraha. He started from Ahme- 
dabad on a visit to Delhi, and the Punjab. But the 
Government did not allow him to go to Delhi ; he 
was stopped at Kosi-Kalan station and turned back. 
This interference with Mr. Gandhi’s movements light- 
ed the spark to the already explosive situation in the 
Punjab. 

Already on the 29th March, Government had passed 
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an order on Dr. Satyapal at' Amritsar forbidding him 
to speak in any meeting. *** 

The next day was the day^oFAll-India Hartal. The 
Punjab groaning under thfe’ oppression of the war 
drain observed the Hartal with more than usual 
solemnity. ’. All day the city of Amritsar looked like a 
deserted .city. - In the afternoon there was a mammoth 
meeting.; About 35,000 persons under the leadership of 
Dr. Kitchlew took the vow of Satyagraha. 

, Then' came the day of Ramanavami — a day wliioh 
will ‘‘be ever memorable in the history’ of Indians 
one of the darkest days of British rule. May be India 
, will see better days but the glorious blaze of those 
days will not be able to remove the darkness of this 
memorable day of suffering and humiliation. 

On that' day in the city of Amritsar a great pro- 
cession was led out by Dri Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew. 
It was the procession of Ramanavami but it turned 
into a national demonstration—the Muslims came and 
stood by the Hindus. • 

The Hindus and 'Muslims united in a national 
festival — this was too much for Sir Michael O’Dwyer. 
He saw that his house of ‘cards, was shaking in the 
wind and was about to fall down. The leaders of tbc 
procession, Dr. Satyapal arid Dr. Kitchlew, were at 
once arrested on a charge of sedition ; the Governor 
passed on them the sentence of deportation and the 
Deputy Commissioner took them to his own bungalow 
and from there sent them in a car to an unknown 
destination. 

Immediately this news was circulated in the town, 
people in thousands came to join the procession and 
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proceeded towards the bungalow of the Deputy 
Commissioner in brder tofVpetition for the release of 
the popular leaders. As.-so.on as the procession reached 
the Railway overbridge an .armed force obstructed its 
progress and after calling upon it to disperse opened 
fire on it This led to serious rioting. Several banks 
were burnt down and looted ; several Government 
buildings were demolished and many Europeans were 
. assaulted or murdered. ;V ? '%. h: 

At various other places too in the Punjab ' Similar 
riots broke out ; railway lines were torn up, telegraph 
wires cut, and there was wide spread disturbance. And 
Amir Amanulla of Af ghanisthan declared war and his 
troops were on the move. 

Martial Law and the Jallianwalab&gh Massacre 

Deeming the situation serious, the Government 
declared Martial law in the Punjab. 

On the 1 1 th of April Sir Michael handed over the 
government of Amritsar to the Military. On the 12th, 
General Dyer encamped at Ram Bagh in Amritsar. 

In the morning of, the. 13 th April General Dyer 
made a proclamation in Amritsar to the effect that 
both in the town and in the suburbs not more than 
four persons would be allowed to assemble together 
in the streets or any public, places. Simultaneously 
with this proclamation it was proclaimed by the 
leaders that at 4 p. m. on that very day a mass meet- 
ing, would be held in Jallianwala Bagh. 

Jallianwala Bagh is a piece of fallow land sur- 
rounded by walls with only one narrow entrance. 
The meeting was held at the appointed hour. At 
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5 p. m. General Dyer arrived at the place of the meet- 
ing- with 25 Gurkhas, 25 Sikh riflemen, 40 Pathans and 
two armoured cars/ He drew .up the ninety soldiers 
at the entrance and ordered. . them to open fire. 
1660 shots were' fired at. tlie meeting: and the assem- 
bled people were less "than two thousand in number. 
No one was' warned befo’re opening- the fire and no 
attempt was made to disperse the crowd. With the 
opening of the fire the mob ran away in terror ; those . 
who attempted to scale the wall were the first to be . 
shot down ; those who attempted to escape through 
the narrow entrance were heavily fired at There was 
a veritable massacre. 

, Martial law atrocities were not confined to 
Amritsar alone ; Lahore, Gujranwala and Malianwala 
also shared the same fate. The Punjab was in the , 
grip of the martial law for several weeks. Almost , 
all the nationalist leaders were sentenced to death 
or to transportation for life with forfeiture of 
property. 

The accounts of the sufferings and insults under- 
gone by the people of the Punjab reached every 
comer of India in spite of. the rigid ceusorsliip. Dr. 
Rabindranath Tagore, renounced his kinglyhood and 
roused universal agony of indignation as a protest 
against these inhumanities. The disproportionate 
severity of the punishment inflicted upon a disarmed 
people gave a shock to the firm faith that some people, 
still had in our rulers’ sense of justice and good 
government It revealed to the people the helpless- 
ness of their position as British subjects iu India. 
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The Reforms Act, 1919 

While Iiidia was groaning under the horrors of 
the Martial Law Regime in the 'Punjab, and popular 
distrust and hopelessness were worse than ever, the 
British Government in England pressed on with the 
various stages of the Reform Bill, and it was passed 
into law on December 23, 1919. Naturally under the 
circumstances ;it was impossible to expect that there 
should be an unbiassed and dispassionate assessment 
of the merit of the new Reforms as the atmosphere 
was .surcharged with gloom and passion. Still, 
Indian leaders, including even the Extremist leaders 
like Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, C. R. Das, Bal 
Gangadkar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and others, were 
willing that the new Reforms should be given a fair 
trial, and urged upon the Government the desirability 
of making gestures of good will and conciliation to 
efface the terrible memories of the Martial Law days 
and also of appointing a committee to enquire into 
the military excesses in the Punjab. 

The Government acceded to both these demands. 
The Hunter Committee was appointed to enquire into 
the Punjab disturbances and' a. Royal proclamation 
announced a general amensty of . political prisoners 
on the eve of the inauguration of the new Reforms. It 
was in these somewhat altered and improved circum- 
tances that the Indian National Congress met at 
Amritsar in December, 1919, 

Amritsar Congress 

At this critical situation it was absolutely necessary 
that the Congress should be presided over by a matt 

i 
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■who could give a clear and definite shape to the hope 
and aspiration of the country. Undoubtedly Pandit 
Motilal was such a man and at the instance of the 
Mahatma and at the desire of the public, Panditji was 
elected to the chair. 

In course of his Presidential address at Amritsar, 
Pandit Motilal said : / 

“ We must do reverence to the sacred memory 
of the dead who were killed in Amritsar and else- 
where in the Punjab, and to the living who were put 
to indignities worse even than death and suffered the 
most shameful barbarities. No monument of marble 
or bronze is needed to consecrate their memory. Our 
speeches here will be forgotten, the resolutions you 
pass may in the future have interest only for the 
historian, but India will never forget the sacrifices 
and the sufferings of these children of hers. 

But through the surrounding gloom has come a 
ray of bright sunshine which has cheered up many a 
suffering individual and family in India. His Majesty 
the King-Emperor has, on the eve of this great 
meeting, been graciously pleased to send out to us a 
message of his Royal clemency, to be exercised by the 
Viceroy in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, 
to all political offenders suffering imprisonment or 
restriction on their liberty. It is the sentiments of 
affection and devotion with which His Majesty and his 
predecessors have been animated that have consol ed 
us in our misfortunes. It is for us, fellow delegates, 
on our own behalf and on behalf of the people of India 
•whom we represent, to convey our sincere homage to 
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His Majesty and our humble \ appreciation of His 
Royal benevolence.” 

This address of Pandit Motilal was quite moderate 
in tone on account of the improved circumstances 
narrated above. And the whole proceedings of the 
Amritsar Congress, in spite of some differences of 
opinion that were inevitable, reveal this spirit of 
moderation and compromise, and, as will be seen 
below, ultimately resulted in a decision to work the 
Reforms. 

Decision of the Amritsar Congress : ;; 

To Work the Reforms. 

The principal resolution was moved by Mr. C. R. 
Das in the Congress in the following terms : — 

(a) “That this Congress re-iterates its declaration 
of last year, that India is fit for full responsible Gov- 
ernment and repudiates all assumptions and assertions 
to the contrary wherever made.” 

(b) “That this Congress adheres to the resolutions 
passed at the Delhi Congress regarding the constitu- 
tional reforms and is of opinion that the Reforms Act 
is inadequate, unsatisfactory, and disappointing.” 

(c) “That this Congress further urges that Parlia- 
ment should take early steps to establish full responsi- 
ble Government in India in accordance with the 
principle of self determination.” 

I/okamanya Tilak supported this resolution. Mr. 
Das had a strong following at his back from Bengal 
and so also had Dokamanya from Bombay^ But 
. Mahatma Gandhi came forward with an amendment. 
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His amendment sought to delete the word ‘disap- 
pointing’ at the end of clause (b), and to add after 
clause (c) " Pending such introduction, this Congress 
begs loyally to respond to the sentiments expressed in 
the Royal Proclamation, namely, ‘ Let the new era 
begin with a common determination among my people 
and my officers to work together for a common purpose 
and trusts that both the authorities and the people will 
co-operate so to work the Reforms as to secure early 
establishment of full responsible Government. And 
this Congress offers its warmest thanks to the Right 
Hon. E. S. Montagu for his labours in connection 
with the Reforms.” 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya supported 
Maliatmaji and after much discussion a compromise 
was arrived at and the following paragraph was 
added to Mr. Das’s original resolution. 

“This Congress stated that so far as may be possi- 
$ blc they will work the Reforms so as to secure the 
establishment of full responsible Government, and this 
Congress offers its thanks to the Right Hon. E. S. 
Montagu for his labours in connection with the 
Reforms." 

There were also resolutions dealing with affairs 
in the Punjab, one on the Declaration of Rights and 
one on the Turkish question. 

The Congress also appointed a Sub-Committee to 
enquire into the Punjab atrocities. The committee 
consisted of Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mr. C. R. Das, Dr. M. 
A Ansari, and some others. 
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No “Change of Heart" 

Tlie attitude of moderation and compromise that 
characterized the Amritsar Congress, under the Presi- 
dentship of Pandit Motilal Nehru, was not however 
destined to last. And curiously enough, it was Mahatma 
Gandhi wlio pleaded for working the Reforms at 
Amritsar and opposed Lokamanya Tilak and Mr. C. 
R. Das who were more stiff and uncompromising — it 
was he who developed under the stress of circums- 
tances into the most rigid and unbending opponent 
of the Reforms. What were these circumstances ? 
The Hunter Committee of enquiry into the Punjab 
disturbances published its report —but the trend of 
the Report failed to satisfy nationalist opinion in 
general, and Mr. Gandhi in particular. Side by side 
with the official report was published the Congress 
Enquiry report which threw a much more lurid light 
on the whole situation. Further, the way in which 
General Dyer was lionized by a section of the British 
press - and people, for his “splendid brutality” at 
Amritsar, as they called it, culminating in the pre- 
sentation of a public purse of Rs. 300,000 to him in 
appreciation of his services, and as a compensation of 
his censure by the Hunter Committee, convinced 
Mr. Gandhi that despite of the amnesty and the 
Reforms there had been no “change of heart” on the 
part of the British people. . It was this lack of faith 
in the bonafides and honest intentions of the British 
that led Mahatma Gandhi, always responsive to moral 
appeal as he is, to preach the gospel of non-co-opera- 
tion with the .British Government which he called 
‘Satanic.” 
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Another factor contributed to strengthen the 
forces ranged against the. Government The Ali 
Brothers had been released under the general amnesty 
' on the eve of the Amritsar Congress. They became 
the spear-head of the movement of protest that had 
already begun against the policy of the Allied Powers 
towards Turkey. The Ali Brothers gave the move- 
ment a distinctly religious colouring, described it as 
a movement ifor the restoration of the purity and 
prestige of. the Khalif of Islam, and styled it the 
Khilafat movement Maul anas Muhammad Ali and 
■ Shaukat Ali led a whirled Khilafat campaign and 
joined forces with Mahatma Gandhi in Iiis revolt 
against the British Government 

The programme of non-co-operation proposed by 
Mahatma Gandhi, helped by the Ali brothers, how- 
ever, was not at once approved of, even by Extremist 
t leaders like Mr. C. R. Das, Pandit MotilaJ, and Bala 
Eajpat Rai. What attitude Lokamnnyn Tilak would 
have taken up was never revealed for he died just 
on the eve of the launching of this programme. 
Mahatma Gandhi wanted to place his proposals 
before the All-India Congress Committee; and 
accordingly, on the 30th of May, 1920 at a meeting of 
the All-India Congress Committee he explained the 
details of the scheme; but Pandit Matilal Nehru and 
Mr. C. R. Das stood against the proposal and it 
was decided to call a special session of the Congress 
in September. 

Special Congress at Calcutta 
The Special Congress met at Calcutta in September, 
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920 , under the Presidency of Dal a Dajpat Rai. The 
nain issue before this Congress was the adoption of 
Mahatma Gandhi's non-co-operation programme, 
levised as the only effective protest against the triple 
svrongs viz. the unsatisfactory nature of the Montagu 
Chelmsford Reforms, the Punjab atrocities, and the 
Khilafat' wrongs. Mahatma Gandhi himself moved 
the resolution on Non-co-operation. 

Pandit Matilal and Mr. Das strongly opposed this 
resolution and supported the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal. But the original motion 
was adopted by a great majority. The . Congress 
resolved that there was no other course left open to 
the people of India than to approve of and adopt the 
policy of progressive non-violent non-co-operation, 
until the Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were righted 
and Swarajya established. The Congress accordingly 
advised : — 

(a) Surrender of titles and honorary offices and 

resignations from nominated seats in local 
bodies. 

(b) Refusal to attend Government levees, durbars 

etc. 

(c) ‘ Gradual withdrawal of children from Schools 

and Colleges owned, aided or controlled by 
Government, and the establishment of national 
Schools and Colleges in. their place. 

(d) Gradual boycott of British Courts by lawyers 
and litigants, and establishment of private 
arbitation courts for the settlement of private 
disputes. 
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(e) Refusal on the-tpart of military, clerical an' 
labouring: classes to offer themselves as re 
cruits for service in Mesopotamia. 

(f) Withdrawal b^'candidates of their candidature 

from the Reformed councils and refusal on tin 
the part of the voters to vote for any candidate 

(g) Boycott of foreign goods. 

! The Nagpur Congress , , ■ H 

In December, 1920, the Congress met at Nagpur, 
Mr. Vijairagliavachariyar was in the Chair. Pandit 
Motilal and Mr. C. R. Das had gone there with 
a strong following to oppose the ratification of the 
Non-co-operation resolution oE the Special Congress, 
but at Nagpur, they were completely won over to 
Mahatmaji’s side. Instead of opposing, it was Mr. 
Das who moved the non-co-operation resolution which 
was adopted in the Congress. 

The Nagpur Congress also altered the Congress 
creed and drew up a new constitution. The creed as 
altered ran : — 

“The object of the Indian National Congress is the 
attainment of the Swarajya by the people of India by 
all legitimate and peaceful means.* 

The alteration amounted to the substitution of the 
words “Legitimate and Peaceful" for “Constitutional.” 

Tho Struggle for Swaraj 

Mahatma Gandhi's hands were immensely 
strengthened after Nagpur at obtaining the support of 
eminent men like Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. 
C. R. Das. These two leaders threw themselves 
heart and soul into the movement In Bengal, Mr. 
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Das retired from his roaring ' practice at the Bar, and 
dedicated himself \yholly to. the national movement, 
and earned from his admiringndtmtrymen the appella- 
tion of Deshabandhu. On ; the United Provinces, 
Panditji took up the leadership of the movement. 
Soon after the Nagpur . Congress he published an 
admirable little pamphlet .“The struggle for Swaraj,” 
which may be looked upon as a Non-co-operator’s 
Gospel. . His son, Pandit Jawaharlal, too, who had 
joined the Bar, renounced his practice and joined the 
movement. Indeed the general impression it that it 
was Pandit J awharlal who was mainly instrumental in 
converting his revered father zealously to Maliatmaji’S 
programme. The other members of Pandit Nehru’s 
family, men and women alike, also were not behind- 
hand in their zeal for the nations cause. 

The Pandit’s Sacrifices 

The sacrifices that Panditji made for the sake 
of Non-Co-operation are alone sufficient to place 
him high in the esteem of his countrymen, apart from 
any valuation of the actual services he rendered 
to the cause. Everybody had heard of the princely 
style in which he was living at his palatial mansion at 
Allahabad. Everybody who has been his guest at the 
“Anand Bhawan” would confirm this. He moved on 
terms of intimacy with the Lieutenant-Governor and 
with the members of the Provincial Government 
and he was their' honoured friend and constant ad- 
viser. The richness and luxury of his life at Allahabad 
during those days attracted universal notice. We are 
told that he had his dress washed from Paris by every 
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mall and he was the /leader of - fashion In Allahabad. 
All these were gone when he. joined the Non-Co- 
operation movement -No exodus to the hills during 
the summer now, no dress after the latest fashion in 
Paris. A11 his attire was pure homely “Khaddar.” 

Non-Co-operation movement. 

The movement founded upon the noble sacrifice of 
Motilal and Chittaranjan did not take long to spread. 
The Legislatures were boycotted by Congressmen ; 
Hundreds of lawyers gave up practice and students 
in thousands left schools and colleges and enrolled as 
volunteers. As a result of their propaganda more 
than fifty thousand Congress Committees were set tip 
and one crorc of men and women became members 
of the Congress. In the very beginning of the move- 
ment violence broke out in the U. P. ; many persons 
were killed and wounded in clashes with the police 
and many were thrown into prison. 

The next important event was the Akali Satya- 
graha in the Punjab, following on the massacre of 
150 Akali Sikhs by the Mohunt at Nankana. 

The Non-co-operation movement in the C P. 
concentrated in the picketing of liquor shops. This 
led to a riot at Nagpur. The police opened fire on 
the mob. The Government also took preventive 
measures under Sec. 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. As a consequence the movement grew in 
strength. Hitherto the people concentrated on 
picketing, but now they got the chance of breaking 
See. 144. Sec. 144 was also served on several places 
in Ren gal. When the Matriculation Examination was 
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going on, Deshbandhu was going from Dacca to 
Mymensing. The Disfrict Magistrate of Mymensing 
served him with a notice under Sec. 144, detained 
him in the station and at last withdrew the order. 
Serving Deshbaudliu with a notice under Sec. 144 
caused a wise spread agitation all over Bast Bengal 
and as a result half the students came out from the 
examination hall in Mymensing, Dacca and Barisal. 
Shortly before this in March there was further rioting 
in the U. P. and at Nagpur. A meeting of the All- 
India Congress Committee was hastily called to con- 
sider the situation ; it met at Bezwuda and passed 
the following resolution : — 

(^) One crore of rupees was to be collected for 
the Tilak Swaraj Bund by the end of June. 

(ft) One crore of members were to be enlisted by 
that date. 

( c ) Twenty lacs of Charkhas were to be intro- 
duced into villages. 

A second resolution pronounced that the various 
Government orders passed in different Provinces 
were illegal and affirmed that the country had res- 
ponded in a wonderful manner in the face of grave 
provocation to the principle of non-violence. It also 
declared that the country was not yet ready for Civil 
disobedience and advised how to prepare for it. 

This period also saw extensive industrial strikes in 
Bengal, Behar and Assam. In Bengal there were 
i strikes on the railways and in the steamer services *, 
in Behar there were strikes in coal mines and in 
Assam there were strikes in the tea estates. The 
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strikers’ cry was ev^vwliere "Gandlii Maharaj-ki-joy*. 
Though Congress was not in ■ any way responsible 
for tliese strikes they helped the Congress to gain 
men and money for itself. Mob violence broke out 
in many places during the year the most notable being 
the Moplah rising in Malabar. 

Lord Reading came out as Viceroy in April 1921. 
At the instance of Pandit Malaviya, Mahatma Gandhi 
went and saw him. But nothing resulted from the 
interview ; on the contrary, Mahatmaji in a letter to 
the Viceroy declared himself to be the greatest enemy 
of the Empire. 

Meanwhile the idea was gaining ground among 
the Indian Moslems that Britain was helping the 
Greeks against the Turks, and it gave a serious turn 
to the Kliilafat agitation. A meeting of Moslem 
Divines issued a Fatwa urging the Moslems to resign 
from the Police and the Army. The Karachi Kliilafat 
Conference passed a resolution to the same effect. 
The Government thought that the time had come to 
take action. The Ali Brothers, Dr. Kitchlcw, Mr. 
Yakub Hasssan and others were sent to prison for 
sedition. 

On the 4th of November, 1921, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Pandit Motilal and other leaders called the A. I. C C. 
meeting and passed a resolution authorizing every 
province on its own responsibility to undertake Civil 
Disobedience including non-payment of taxes. The 
same month the Prince of Wales arrived in India. 
He landed in India on the J9th of November. On 
that day at tlic instance of the Congress an all- 
India Hartal was peacefully carried out everywhere 
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except in Bombay ... where NtH ere was a serious riot 
n which 53 persons were killed and 403 wounded. 
Shocked at this mob violence Mahatmaji observed a 
iast for 5 days by way of penance. The Government 
then determined to adopt a repressive policy against 
the Congress ; Congress Volunteer Organisations in 
Bengal, the U. P., Punjab and Assam were declared 
unlawful. Prominent leaders such as Pandit Motilal, 
Jawaharlal, Deshbandliu Das, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and 
others accepted the challenge by declaring themselves 

i 

Congress volunteers. 

His First Arrest and Imprisonment 

Thanks to Panditji’s efforts, in the United Provinces 
there was perfect non-violence during the Prince of 
Wales’s visit to Lucknow and Allahabad. Whatever 
oiie may think of this particular programme of boy- 
cotting the Prince, the Pandit spared no pains to 
popularise the movement. He carried on an aggressive 
agitation. On the day of the Prince’s arrival the 
streets were deserted and wore a mournful look. 

On the 6th December, 1921, Pandit Motilal, with his 
only son Jawaharlal, and two nephews Mohanlal and 
Shyamlal Nehru together with several others, was 
arrested on a charge of signing the pledge of Con- 
• gress volunteers. 

The following is the account he gave of his arrest 
in his speech at Allahabad on June 12, 1922: 

A few days before the Prince’s visit, I received an 
extraordinary communication from the District 
Magistrate of Allahabad. It was accompanied 
with all the dignity and paraphernalia o£ 
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magisterial authority. We had been in tl 
habit of corresponding; with one another 5 
the usual manner and our letters were sei 
through the usual messengers, but on this occ; 
sion an open letter was brought by a police sul 
inspector in which I was called upon to mab 
certain dispositions of my own grounds sue 
as the closing of the gate at a particular tirai 
the admission of visitors, etc I told th 
Magistrate, in reply, that he had no authorit 
to interfere with the use of my own propert 
in any way I chose, so long as such use wa 
lawful and proper, but assured him that as i 
N on-co-op eratar it was my duty to see that n< 
harm befell His Royal Highness and Jhat n< 
disrespect was offered to him during his visit 
to Allahabad. For this assurance I was reward- 
ed by being arrested with my son and nephews 
and a number of other co-workers a couple of 
days later. The Prince came in due course and 
you gave appropriate response by observing 
the greatest of all 'hartals’ in India in connec- 
tion with the visit 

The same day, Pandits Mohan Lai Neliru and 
Shyam Lai Nehru were sentenced by Mr. Knox, 
District Magistrate, each to six months 1 simple im- 
prisonment and one hundred rupees fine, in default 
one month’s simple imprisonment in addition. Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, when liis turn came for examination, 
refused to answer any question. He refused to plead, 
saying that he was not before a court but before 
the agent of the bureaucracy which was his country’s 
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enemy. And he, too, was sentenced to six months’ 
simple imprisonment 

Panditji took the sentence with a light heart. In 
fact, he felt as if the hallmark of recognition as a 
leader had been conferred upon him by the Govern- 
ment. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was also arrested 
- on the same day and sentenced to six months’ simple 
imprisonment. 

Though Jawaharlal was released before the expiry 
of his term of six months on March 3, 1922, he was 
again arrested under Sections 1 24A and 506 of the 
Indian Penal Code on May 11 in the District Jail 
of Lucknow where he had gone on a visit to his 
father Pandit Motilal. 

Imprisonment could in no way affect the convic- i 

tions of men determined to suffer for a cause. Soon < 

after the arrest of Motilal a move was made by Govern- 
ment and the leaders to bring about a round-table 
conference with a view to effect some compromise. 

Motilal and Das were in prison and with them a great 
host of popular leaders.' Lest Mahatma Gandhi, over- 
come by the sufferings of his devoted colleagues in 
jail, should give way, Pandit Motilal resolutely stood 
by the original demands. Indifferent to his own suffer- 
ings and those of his other colleagues he wrote to 
Mahatma Gandhi from the Lucknow J ail in unequivocal 
terms urging that their sufferings should in no way 
disturb the leaders’ insistence on a just settlement. 

i 

Significance of Leadership 

The full significance of Pandit Nehru’s leader- 
ship of the Non-Co-operation movement in his Pro- 
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vince was revealed only by his arrest Nobody could 
be found who could fill his place adequately. Ru- 
mours of his release from prison before the expiry of 
his period were therefore welcomed by the anxious 
public. Moreover, his health 'Caused some anxiety. 
He had been for a long time suffering- from asthma 
and after the middle of February ha got worse. At 
his request the jail authorities permitted him to place 
himself under the treatment of his fellow prisoner, Dr. 
Murarilal and Dr. Jawaharlal. But before the course 
of vaccine treatment that he was undergoing was 
over, Panditji was transferred from Lucknow 
to Naini Jail, the official reason being “considera- 
tions of health.” The Pandit felt the reason to be 
only a cloak for some official whim; probably the 
authorities did not like his son (who had just been 
arrested) to remain in the same jail with him. And 
his spirited letter of protest to the Superintendent 
of the Jail seems to have received no consideration 
at official hands. 

Rolcaso and subsequent activity 

But Pandit Motilal was not to be daunted by physical 
or family suffering from the vigorous pursuit of Ins 
cause. Anticipating his release, a place on the All- 
India Congress Committee was reserved for him. 
Immediately on his release from Naini Jail on the 6th 
June he assumed the Secretaryship of the Congress 
and the office was transferred from Alimcdabad to 
Allahabad in consequence of his taking up the work. 
The Working Committee welcomed him and readily 
submitted to his leadership. He was elected to 
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preside over the District Political . Conference -at 
Khurja. Pending' the Conference Panditji was not idle. 
Since, his release he had been on a lecturing tour. 
His gaol life had not in the least affected his optimism 
and he was, now surer than ever that in this struggle 
for Swaraj victory was at hand for the people. 

The Khaddar Programme 

He insisted on the constructive side of the Non- 
Co-operation programme viz., the universalizing of 
‘Khaddar.’ • 

In fact long before the Khaddar movement had 
.begun he was a firm - advocate of Swadeshi and the 
development of home industries, of which weaving' and 
spinning were one. Again and again he emphasised 
the necessity of moneyed men coming forward and 
utilising the raw materials of Indiamproduction and 
the services of Indian labour. 

The end of Civil Disobedience 

Det us now return to continue the history of the 
non-violent Non-co-operation movement. When the 
government declared the Volunteers’ Organisations 
illegal and imprisoned prominent leaders like Das and 
Nehru the Congress gained two powerful leaders; they 
were Mr. Srinivas Iyenger and Pandit Madan Molion 
Malaviya. Mr. 'Iyenger once Advocate-General was 
at that time a moderate leader. He resigned his seat 
in the Council and joined- the Congress as a protest 
against Government repression. Pandit Malaviya had 
seceded from the Congress ever since that body had 
adopted Non-co-operation. But at this time of calamity 
he came back and signed the Congress creed. 

3 
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Towards the close of December the Congress met 
at Ahmedabad. Deshbandhu Das had been elected 
President from every province of India; but he had 
been arrested and Hakim Ajmal Khan from Delhi 
took his place. In this Congress at the instance of 
Mahatma Gandhi (l) the Non-co-operation resolutions 
of the Calcutta and Nagpur Congress were confirmed; 
(2) appeal was made to all persons over 18 years of 
age to offer themselves quietly for arrest by joining 
the National volunteer organisations; (3) Civil Dis- 
obedience, individual and mass, was recommended. 
Another resolution invested Maliatmaji with full exe- 
cutive power. It was at this Congress that Hasr.it 
Moliaui moved for the first time the Independence 
resolution. But Maliatmaji spoke against it and it 
was lost 

On the 26th of January, 19 22, Mahatma Gandhi 
left his Sabarmati Asram and set out for Bardolt to 
start Civil Disobedience there. On the eve of his 
departure he addressed a few words to his followers 
at Sabarmati which would ever remain famous in 
history. He said, “ I may return in a week or in a 
month — or I may not return at all. But this is certain 
that the work which has once commenced will not 
end till victory is achieved." On the 30th of January, 
in a conference of the people of the Tulttla, Maliatmaji 
and Mr. V. J. Patel explained to the assembled culti- 
vators the nature of the campaign and the possible 
consequences. About this time a no-tax campaign 
was going to be launched at Guntur in the Madras 
Presidency. The Working Committee of the A. f. C G 
met at Surat, congratulated Bardoli and advised the 
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rest of India to assist Bardoli by refraining from Civil 
Disobedience elsewhere. On the 4th of February 
Mahafcmaji sent his ultimatum to the Viceroy. Then 
came the dreadful tragedy at Chauri Chaura in which 
several policeman were burnt to death in an orgy of 
mob violence, which compelled Mahatmaji to cry halt. 
He wrote thus in Young India : — 

“God has been abundantly kind to me. He has 
warned me for the third time that there is not as yet 
in India that truthful and non-violent atmosphere 
which and which alone can justify Mass Disobedience, 
“The tragedy at Chauri Chaura is really the index 
finger. It shows the way India may easily go if drastic 
precaution be not taken. If we are not to evolve 
violence out of non-violence it is quite clear that we 
must hastily retrace our steps and re-establish an 
atmosphere of peace, re-arrange our programme and 
not think of starting Mass Civil Disobedience until 
we are sure of peace being retained in spite of Mass 
Civil Disobedience and in spite of Government repres- 
sion.” 

Mahatma Gandhi desired that the Congress should 
concentrate on spinning, making propaganda in con- 
nection with Khaddar, communal unity and social 
service, and suspend all other activities. But the A. 
I. C. C. which met at Delhi passed, much against the 
Mahatma’s own view and mainly under pressure from 
the leaders of Bengal, Punjab and Maharastra, resolu- 
tions to the effect that a suitable atmosphere of non- 
violence should be created by concentrating on the 
constructive programme framed by the Working Com- 
mitte. Picketing was authorised against liquor and 
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foreign doth. Individual Civil Disobedience was 
permitted. 

The Non-co-operation camp was now seriously 
divided. Aligarh students passed a resolution con- 
demning abandonment of Civil Disobedience; the 
Akalis of the Punjab threatened Civil Disobedience 
against the decision of the Congress ; owing to the 
absence of leaders like Pandit Mctilal signs of violence 
were visible among the peasants of the U. P. The 
Phils were about to resort to violence. 

Arrest and Imprisonment of Mahatma Gandhi 
The European public had long been damouring 
for arrest of the Mahatma. Anglo-Indian papers were 
urging immediate arrest. Government seeing Mahat- 
maji’s influence on the wane determined to arrest him. 
He was accordingly taken on the 10th of March on a 
charge of sedition for pul Wishing three articles in the 
Young Indm and was sentenced to 6 years imprison- 
ntent 'On the eve of his arrest the Mahatma wrote:— 
“It would be a sad commentary upon my preach- 
ing and upon the Congress and Khilufai creed of 
non-violence, if my incarceration was to he the signal 
for a storm all over the country.” 

In three or four months after the arrest of the 
Mahatma the country' quieted down. With a lull in 
the cxcitcmcut the vigour of the constructive work 
lulled down and simultaneously with it for want of 
workers the pulse of the Congress Committees grew 
feebler and feebler. 

Civil Disobedienco Enquiry Committee. 

On the 6th of June, 102?, as already stated Pandit 
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Motilal came out of tlie Naini.Jail. As previously 
arranged, the A. I. C. C. met at Lucknow on the 7th. 
Panditji joined the meeting. Already Mr. Kelkar of 
Maharashtra had sent a strong representation to the 
Congress Secretary, Mr. V. J. Patel to the effect that 
Maharashtra wanted to capture the Councils and 
Local Bodies. But the President Hakim Ajmal Khan 
and the Secretary Patel had informed them that for 
. the present they wanted to postpone the proposal. 
Mortified at this the Maharashtra representatives did 
riot join the meeting of the A. I. C. C. 

At this meeting a resolution was passed to the 
effect that a committee should be formed to enquire 
and report on the constructive programme of the 
Congress generally and on Mass Civil Disobedience. 
Pandit Motilal was appointed President. Under the 
guidance of Panditji the committee travelled through 
different parts of the country, prepared the report and 
presented it to the Congress President, Deshabandhu 
Das on the 30tli of October. The purport of the 
Report was as follows : — 

(1) The committee did not think that the country 
was prepared for general Mass Civil Disobe- 
dience. But a situation might rise when Mass 
Civil Disobedience of a limited character might 
be necessary. And in that case the Provincial 
Committees should be authorised to sanction 
such movements on their own responsibility. 

(2) The Committee recommended the capture of 
Councils with the idea of carrying on a policy 
of obstruction. 

It should be mentioned in this connection that 
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Desliabandhu Das got out of prison before the Com- 
mittee submitted its report and it was due to bis 
influence tliat Council-entry was recommended. 

The policy of entering the Assembly and Councils 
. with the object of obstructing the Government did 
not commend itself to the ignorant masses. They 
had a great regard for the Non-co-operation policy 
of the Mahatma and they blamed it as anti-Gandhi. 
Most of the people were for the old policy and against 
the new one. They got the name of ‘No-changers” 
Those who supported Council-entry were called ‘Pro- 
changers.’ Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. Raj go pal ach aria, 
Mr. T. Prakasam, Pandit Shyam Sundar Chakra varty 
and others were the leaders of the ‘No-changers’, while 
the ‘Pro-changers’ were led by Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
Desliabandhu Das, V. J. Patel, N. C. Kelkar and 
M. R. Jayakar. Pandit Jawaliarlal, the worthy son of 
Motilal, went however against his father and remained 
a nodi anger. 

The two parties joined issue first in A. I.C.C 
meeting at Calcutta in November. In this meeting 
the recommendations of the Enquiry Committee 
regarding Civil Disobedience were accepted, but, on 
the point of Council-entry there was a long and 
licatcd debate for five days and at last it was resolved 
that the question be left for the Congress itself to 
decide. 

The Gaya Congress and after. 

In December the 37th session of the Congress was 
held at Gaya with Desliabandhu Das in the chair. It 
settled that Pandit Motilal Nehru, one of the 
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leader of tlie party advocating Council-entry, would 
move Council-entry in the Congress. But after a 
long debate the resolution was thrown out by the 
Subjects Committee. The resolution in an amended 
form was moved in the Congress and here also the 
‘No-changers’ being in majority it was defeated. But 
Motilal, C. R. Das, Kelkar and other leaders nothing 
daunted by this defeat forthwith formed a new party 
called ‘Congress Khilafat Swarajya Sangha’ which in 
later days came to be called ‘Swaraj Party.’ From the 
very beginning Deshabandhu Das was its President 
and Pandit Motilal its Secretary. Hakim Ajmal Khan 
and Moulana Abul Kalam Azad belonged to this 
party from the very day of its birth. As it opened a 
new path for Hindu-Moslem unity many of the 
Mahomedan leaders came to join this party. 

In this connection it would not be out of place to 
say a word or two about the Mahomedans. They' 
joined the Non-co-operation movement not so much 
for the national cause as for the cause of the Khilafat. 
As soon as the Khilafat question was patched up they 
withdrew from politics. This was proved by the 
fact that Ali Brothers after coming out of the jail did 
not join the Congress. Of the prominent Mahomedan 
leaders only Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari and 
• Moulana Azad still adhered to the Congress. 

A notable event of this period was the Nagpur 
Satyagraha. The Magistrate of Nagpur forbade 
processions with national flags through the city. The 
Congress authorities determined to disobey this order. 
Bvery day a band or two of Congress volunteers went 
in procession in order to be arrested and thus gradually 
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1500 volunteers were arrested. As the number of the 
processionists went on increasing the G P. Govern- 
ment grew tired at last and in August released them 
all. It should be mentioned in this connection that it 
was the ‘No-changers’ who conducted the Satyagraha. 
Even Mr. Kelkar, the Swarajist leader of the G P, 
stood away from this movement. Pandit Motilal and 
Deskabandhu being busy in building up the new party 
liad naturally no time to look after this movement 

On the 30th of April, 1923, in a special meeting 
held at Allahabad there was an attempt to bring about 
a compromise between the two parties. Put in spite 
of all efforts on the part, of Pandit Madan Mohon 
Malaviya and others, the meeting broke up before any 
conclusion was arrived at Next the A. I. G C met at 
Bombay in May and passed a compromise resolution 
that no propaganda be carried on amongst the voters 
in furtherance of the Gaya resolution relating to 
Council boycott. 

Deshabandhu Das gave up the Presidentship of 
the A. I. G C. and devoted himself to the organisation 
of the new party. At the instance of Pandit Motilal 
and Deshabandhu Das there were meetings of the 
A.-I. G G at Nagpur and Vizagapatarn. As the 
day of the elections was drawing close it was necessary 
to have the consent of the Congress on the question 
of Council-entry. At Vizagapatarn it was decided to 
call a special session of the Congress at Delhi. Soon 
after this decision Lain Lajpat Kai, Moulana 
Muhnmad AH and Dr. Kitchlew were released. They 
saw that if the Congress voted against Council -entry 
it would lose such popular leaders as Nehru, Das and 


LIRE AKD CAREER 


41 


Hakim Sahib. Tills led them to advocate Council- 
gentry in the special Congress. 

Special Congress at Delhi. 

The Special Congress met at Delhi with Moulana 
Azad in the chair. The resolution that lifted the ban 
on Council-entry was moved by Maulana Muhamad 
Ali who claimed to have received a telepathic message 
from the Mahatma supporting council-entry. The 
resolution being carried, Pandit Motilal, Dcshabandlm 
Das and Maharashtra leaders plunged headlong into 
the election campaign. 

After the Session of the Congress, Dcshabandlm 
Das and Pandit Motilal carried out an intensive 
Swaraj campaign in North India. In October a 
manifesto was issued and elaborate preparation was 
made for fighting the elections. In November and 
December they contested the elections successfully 
all over India pushing to the walls the old Moderate 
leaders everywhere. 

Considering the short time within which elections 
took place, the Swarajists won considerable success at 
the polls. Pandit Motilal Nehru became the leader of 
opposition in the Assembly — a position which he held 
till he resigned from the Assembly in pursuance of the 
mandate of the Lahore Congress. The Swarajists 
under the leadership of Pandit Motilal inflicted defeat 
after defeat on the Government in the Assembly. 

During the year Mahatma Gandhi was released 
from jail and at Julru where he had gone to recoup 
his health, he accepted the compromise with Pandit 
Motilal, Deshabandhu Das, and other Swarajist leaders 
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and desired that the country should give a free hand 
to the Swarajists. The Bel g-aum Congress under the 
presidency of Mahatmaji ratified the agreement 

Panditji who earlier was associated with the starting 
of the Independent , a daily at Allahabad which had a 
short but brilliant career, joined the Board of Directors 
of Forward . a paper brought out in Calcutta by 
Desliabandhu Das which within a short time of its 
appearance came to occupy a leading place in the 
field of journalism. 

Death of Dcshabandhu Das 

In June 1925 Dcshabandhu Das suddenly passed 
away at the zenith of his career. His sudden death at 
a most critical time was a heavy blow to the nation’s 
hopes and aspirations and the whole country mourned 
his loss. The dead body was brought from Darjeeling 
to Calcutta in a special train and the huge procession 
that followed it from Scaldah Station to the Kcora- 
tala Burning ghat will ever be a memorable event in 
the history of India. 

The names of Desliabandhu and Motilal appear side 
by side in the history of India’s struggle for indepen- 
dence. There arc many points of similarity in their 
lives. Both were leaders of the Bar in their own 
provinces; both entered politics rather late in life; 
both had received a rude shock from the Punjab 
wrongs and both gave up practice without caring in 
the least for their princely income at the Bar; both 
had similar political views and grew up to be great 
friends. 

Motilal sent a message of condolence to Mrs. I).vt 
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and immediately joined her at Calcutta and stayed at 
Iier residence till the day of the Srcdh. 

After the death of Dcshabandhu, Pandit Motilal 
succeeded him as the leader of the great Swaraj party 
that they had formed. 

National Demand 

In September 1925, Panditji put forward in the 
Assembly the famous national demand. In the 
opinion of many it was a modest enough demand, but 
the Government made it clear that they were not 
going to accept it. A special Committee appointed by 
the Congress at Cawnporc interpreted the Viceroy’s 
inaugural address and the statements of the I-Iomc 
Member in the Assembly and the Council of State 
to imply refusal to concede the national demand. 
The A. I. C. C. therefore in March 1926, called upon 
the Swarajist members to withdraw from the various 
legislatures. 

Swarajist Walk-out 

On 8th March 1926 Pandit Motilal Nehru made a 
statement in the Assembly in which he claimed that 
the Swarajists had co-operated with the Government 
of India and had helped to work the reforms for two 
and half years and in return had received nothing but 
humiliation. After the statement Panditji with the 
whole of the Swaraj Party walked out of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly. This action was followed in the 
Council of State and in the U. P. and Bengal Councils. 
The Responsivists who had entered the Councils 
under the Swaraj ticket but had already unfurled the 
flag of rebellion against the Congress under their 
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?ader, Mr. M. R. Jayakar, strongly objected to the 
love and thenceforth left the Swaraj Party alto- 
ether. 


Communal Squabble3 

During the time the very foundations of natiou- 
[ism were being shaken by serious and organised 
:>mmunal riots, principally in Bengal. Feelings ran 
igh and even leaders who had played a great part in 
le nationalist movement forgot in their communal 
sal that they had ever worked together for the 
smmon weal. The communal organisations gained 
i importance. The right of playing music before 
losques acquired precedence over even the most 
Icmentary rights of a subject in a civilised State. 
>nly a few names stood prominently out of the filth of 
immunalism that was sullying this unfortunate 
juntry and they should be written in letters of gold 
i the nation’s memory. Of these names that of 
andit Motilal Nehru stands out most prominently: 
c never for a moment forgot, and was never afraid 
> declare, that the interests of India stood first and 
I'crything else afterwards. 

Simon Commission 

On 8th November 1027, the Viceroy made the 
unounccmcnt of the appointment of Statutory 
omniissioii to inquire into the Reforms under 
>c Chairmanship of Sir John Simon. There 
•ere no Indians on the Commission and the Com* 
littccs of the Indian legislatures tint were intro* 
iuced as an niter-thought were merely consulting 
odics. The decision to exclude Indians from the 
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Commission united the whole of India in a moment 
to boycott the Simon Commission, even Moderate 
leaders joining hands. Pandit Motilal Nehru on 
behalf of the Congress wrote to Mr. George Lansbury 
ashing the Labour Party to withdraw their members 
from the Commission, saying that nothing short 
of full responsible government would satisfy the 
Congress. But Mr. MacDonald, the Labour Leader, 
decided not to withdraw the Labour members 
if equal powers were given to the Indian Committee. 
A vast majority of leaders of various schools of politi- 
cal thought were brought on a common platform by 
the boycott movement against the Simon Commission. 
The A. I. C. C. called on the Working Committee to 
frame a constitution in consultation with the leaders 
of other political sections. The Committee presided 
over by Pandit Motilal Nehru drew up a constitution 
for India, complete in all details, and submitted what 
is known as the “Nehru Report.” 

Calcutta Congress 

In view of the momentous crisis facing the country, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru was again called upon to pre- 
side over the Indian National Congress held in 

Calcutta, in December 1928. The Calcutta Congress 

■» 

considered the Nehru Report and decided to accept 
Dominion Status as formulated by the report if 
granted immediately ; otherwise the country was to 
revert to the ideal of Complete Independence as 
adopted by the Madras Congress a year before. One 
year’s time was given, within which time Dominion 
Status was to be granted. 
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Viceroy’s Declaration 

In November 1929, tbe Viceroy made a declaration 
announcing: the holding: of a Round Table Conference 
with the representatives of the Princes and peoples of 
India ; stating: that the goal of India was ‘Dominion 
Status’ and declaring that there would be as much 
transference of power to the people as was practicable. 
On the eve of the Lahore Congress Mahatma Gandhi 
and Pandit Motilal Nehru had an interview with 
the Viceroy in which they took up the position that 
Congress could join in the Round Tabic Conference 
only on condition that Dominion Status should be the 
declared objective of the Conference, which would 
meet only to consider the details as to how to grant it. 
The Viceroy failed to accept those terms and the con* 
fercncc broke down. 

Lahoro Congress 

The Lahore Congress, under Pandit Jawnhnrln! 
Nehru decided that no satisfactory gesture had been 
made by the British Government to meet the Indian 
demands and hence it scrapped the Nehru Report; 
and with it went down Dominion Stutus, and Con- 
gress adopted the goal of “Independence.” 

Civil Disobcdionca 

following the resolutions of the Lahore Congress, 
Pandit Motilal, with his group in the Legislative 
Assembly, withdrew from the legislatures ami devoted 
his energy whole-heartedly to the campaign of civil 
disobedience launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Gift of Ananda Bhawan 

During the progress of the movement, Pandit 
Motilal made the largest contribution that has ever 
been made to the Indian National Congress. He 
dedicated his palatial residence at Allahabad known as 
'the Anand Bhawan to the cause of the nation. The 
house was made over to the Congress by a deed of 
gift for the purpose of holding the office of the Work- 
ing Committee of the Congress. 

Last Imprisonment 

On the arrest and imprisonment of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, President of the Indian National 
Congress, in May 1930, Pandit Motilal Nehru was 
nominated by Pandit Jawaharlal to succeed him as 
President of the Congress until he was released. He 
had accepted the offer and was carrying on his oner- 
ous duty with unprecedented zeal even in his ad- 
vanced old age. But he was soon arrested and sen- 
tenced to six months’ simple imprisonment and sent 

to the Naini Central Jail where Pandit Jawaharlal 
was kept 

Sapni-Jayakar Negotiations 

During this time Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. 
M. R. Jayakar, anxious to bring about a settlement 
of the problems that were still agitating the people 
of India, wrote a letter to His Excellency the Viceroy 
asking permission to carry on negotiations with 
Mahatma Gandhi, who was then interned at the 
Yerwada Jail with a view to explore possibilities of 
settlement. Consultation with Pandit Motilal having 
been considered essential by Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit 
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Motilal along •witli Pandit Jawaharlal was broug 
from Naini Jail to the Yerwada Jail, where the pea 
pourparlers were held. The pourparlers, hovcv< 
ultimately led to no settlement 

Last Illness and Death . 

Pandit Motilal had been suffering from vario' 
complications due to the rigours of jail life and part 
to the strain lie had undergone on account of thchc.v 
burden of the Congress ; and on accountof his ill-lieall 
lie was released from jail. Immediately after rclea 1 
he went over to Mussoorie for a change and bett 
treatment At Mussoorie he made a slight improv 
incut But this was only for a short time, and h 
condition again becoming worse lie returned t 
Allahabad. At Allahabad he was constantly ailin 
from complications of the lungs an 1 liver and sptttiu 
blood and on expert medical advice he was brougl 
to Calcutta for X-ray examination towards the midd! 
of November. 

In Calcutta he was placed under efficient physician 
like Dr. Sir Nil rat an Sarkar, Dr. A. C Ukil and others 
hut no permanent improvement could be made. 

He was subsequently placed under the treatmen 
of Kaviraj Syamadas Vachaspati and was removed t 
Dakshineslnvar in view of the pure air of tlic Ganges 

About this time, Srccmati Kamnla Nehru, wife c 
Pandit Jawaharlal, was arrested. Deeply concerns! a 
the nc\\s. Pandit Motilal hastened home. 

At Allahabad liis condition became gradual): 
worse; one day, his condition was critical for twenty 
four hours. Immediately after this on the 4th Pebrii 
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ary, .1931, he was, under medical advice, taken to 
Lucknow for X-ray examination. 

Panditji bore the journey from Allahabad to 
Lucknow well. But the doctors noticed a change 
for the worse in his- condition on the afternoon of the 
5th February. He could not, therefore, be removed 
to the hospital for X-Ray examination. * There was 
some difficulty in breathing ; later the patient, had 
a suffocating sensation, and the swelling in the face 
and other parts of the body, which had been reported 
a few days earlier, increased visibly. 

Doctors and nurses kept a close watch during the 
night. Towards midnight the patient’s condition 
became grave, and thereafter it was one continuous 
struggle between life and death. The doctors did 
everything that was possible within the range of 
human ingenuity and medical skill, but they soon 
recognised that it was an uneven struggle, and that 
the patient was sinking rapidly. All leaders and 
relatives were summoned to this bedside, but unforr 
tunately the distinguished sufferer could not express 
his feelings, being unable to speak. After a little 
while he lost consciousness and by 4 o’clock in 
the morning it was apparent to the doctors and others, 
that there was no hope. At about 6-30 a, m. on the 
6tli February, 1931, the valiant fighter for India’s 
freedom breathed his last in the presence of all his 
dear and near ones. 


CHAPTER II 
AFTER DEATH: 


LAST SCENES, FUNERAL RITES AND CEREMONIES, 
AND FEELING IN THE COUNTRY. 

A Stunning Blow 

The news of his death spread quickly, and thou 
sands of people rushed towards Kalakankar House 
to have a last look at their departed leader. There wa> 
such a rush of visitors that the body had tobcbroiifch 
out of the room and shown to the assembled crowd tc 
make it disperse in order to accommodate a fresh one 
All traffic beyond Gumti Bridge was blocked through 
out the morning. 

Scenes unprecedented in its annals were witnessed 
in the morning at Lucknow when the last remains 
of Pandit Motilal Nehru were being taken tc 
Allahabad. Since early morning the sad news had 
spread to all parts of the city and its suburbs like wild 
fire and the entire population, visibly afflicted by the 
stunning blow, rushed out of their hearths and homes 
for the common destination, viz. the Knlakanfcai 
Palace. Long before the necessary arrangements fot 
removal of the earthly remains of the departed leader 
were complete, the entire area around the Palace vrai 
converted into a vast sea of human heads nil eni.'ff 
to catch a last glimpse of tiie beloved patriarch of the 
Nation. 

The rush was tremendous, but every member of the 
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huge crowd seemed to respect the solemnity of the 
occasion, with the result that noise and disorder were 
reduced to a minimum. By 11 o’clock, at the signal 
that Panditji’s body would be brought out and a start 
would be made for Allahabad, the huge concourse 
at once went mad as it were and kept continually 
shouting jais’ to the illustrious deceased. Indeed, the. 
deep pathos that marked the behaviour’ of the crowd 
was something unique and beggars description. 

Mahatmaji as Pall-Bearor 

Just at 11 a. m. Panditji’s mortal remains, covered 
with tri-coloured :Khaddar, was taken out, shouldered 
by Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and 
Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru amidst pin-drop silence, the 
vast crowd almost to a man bursting out into sobs and 
tears for the great leader. The body was placed in a 
car specially decorated with National Flags and 
flowers. 

A little later Srijukta Swaruprani Devi was seen 
conducted to another car by Maliatamaji and Miraben. 
The most noticeable feature throughout was the calm 
sereness which was transparent in Pandit Jawarhar- 
lal’s face. 

Departure for Allahabad . , 

The remains of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
placed on a motor car covered with huge national 
flags and with a flag flying on it, reached the 
Curzon Bridge, Allahabad, at about 4 o’clock in the 
evening. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. R. S. 
Pandit were seated in the car. Mahatma Gandhi 
and others followed. A large number of people had 
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assembled at the bridge end and offered flower! 
There was a concourse of people, and a large nuinbe 
of cars with people from Lucknow and other places. 

Last Scenes at Ananda Bhawan 

By the time the car reached Ananda Bhawan tli 
crowd had swelled to nearly a lakh of people, and i 
is reported several received slight injuries in the sever 
crush. 

The grounds of Ananda Bhawan were then a sc; 
of human heads, all leading residents of Allahabad 
officials and non-officials being present. 

Tho Funeral Procession 

Never in the history of Allahabad has a funcra 
procession of such impressive and gigantic proportion: 
been witnessed as followed the body of Pandit Motila 
Neliru. As soon as the body arrived in a ca: 
thousands of people, including some of the mos 
respected citizens of Allahabad, Judges of the Higl 
Court, lawyers, politicians and others thronged Anam 
Bhawan. A procession was formed, and the body \va; 
taken towards the Pntynj-Sangain. 

The procession passed Arthur Bridge and othci 
big thoroughfares till it reached Tracin' where tilt 
gathering 'swelled to over a lakh and a quarter 
Mahatma Gandhi, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Babu Pur 
shot tarn Das Tandon, Pandit Mad an Mohan Malaviya 
Mr. Shiva Prasad Gupta and other leaders with Pandit 
Jawabarlal Nehru accompanied the funeral procession. 

Last Bites nt the Pmyag-Sangam * 

Almost 1 2 hours after his death, at 6-30 p.m^ the 
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body of Pandit Motilal was placed oil the fune 
pyre made of maunds of sandal wood on the saci 
bank of the three rivers in the presence of an immer 
concourse of his sorrowing countrymen. 

After the funeral ceremony was over Mahati 
Gandhi and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya address 
the audience. . As the Mahatma rose to speak th< 
was pin-drop silence. In moving and feeling ter: 
he referred to the services of Pandit Motilal to t 
country. 

Mahatmaji’s Address 
Mahatmaji said: — 

To-night I see no signs of sorrow on your fac< 
instead I find joy writ large on your faces, a 
so should it be. One by one, many emine 
leaders and great sons of the Motherland ha 
passed away when the country needed th< 
most. We should not weep for them. Do i 
think that we are to-night offering the bo 
of clay that enshrined that beautiful soul 
fire. In fact you are all witnesses to the f 
that the high soul has sacrificed itself for 1 
country. 

It is not the first sacrifice in freedom’s cat 
Date Dokmanya Tilak’s sacrifice is still fresh 
your memory. I attended the last rites 
Dokmanya Tilak and witnessed the same scei 
that am witnessing to-night. Then at Bomt 
I saw cheerfulness on the faces of the peoj 
At first I could not understand the reas 
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•When I overcame ray personal attachment for 
. the Lokmanya, I realised the reason. I felt 
that the people had understood the martyrdom 
of the Lokmanya better than myself. Hence 
they were cheerful. The Lokmanya's martyr- 
dom had crowned his life. Similar was the 
case with the great Pandit Motilal. So had 
done Deshbandhu Das, Lajpat Rai, Hakim 
Ajmalkhan, Maulana Mohommad AH who died 
for the cause of the country. His sacrifice was 
a matter of joy and pride. 

I am glad you are cheerful to-night But your 
cheerfulness is only proper if you have realized 
its importance. Otherwise the world will look 
upon you and say : “They are brutes. Such 
an eminent leader of theirs is dead and they 
are not in mourning:.” But I hope the world 
will not take it in that light. If you regard 
it as national VV na and feci it your duty to 
take part in it, then one and all, take the 
sacred vow on the holy Ganges bank to-night 
that you shall make all the necessary sacrifice 
required for the attainment of complete 
independence and for the good of the country. 
If you take this vow tonight we will achieve 
our object. 

Pandit ji was a hero and a great fighter. He fought 
many battles of the country but he also gave 
a tough fight to Yamaraj, the God of Death. 
Panditji has, in fact, been successful in this 
fight too. Yesterday morning at Lucknow 
Par.ditji’s condition and courage had assured 
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every body that Panditji would successf 
recover from, the illness. Only yesterdi 
told Pandit Motilal “If you gain health, tli 
will jf}' ave’m §ivarajV 

Pandit Motilal replied smilingly “Sivarajya 
already been achieved. When sixty thous 
men, women and children have made splei 
sacrifices, when people have patiently b< 
lathis and bullets, what else but Sivarajya ca 
the result ?’ 

Panditji had a very high soul and perfect pi 
of mind. I am sorry last night I could 
talk to him, but Mrs. Nehru who was bj 
side told me that it was God’s special fa"' 
that Panditji was heard reciting sacred gay 
mantra last night. 

Panditji was not a blind follower of religion 
sometimes he used to make fun of relig: 
because he was opposed to the fraud that 
crept into religion. Sometimes Panditji felt 
noyed at religious fraud but I knew well 
Panditii was a believer in God and last evei 
he was continuously reciting the lovely n 
Rama. He never uttered a sigh of grief of i 
It was a lesson to all those who wanted tc 
truly religious. Panditji has. by his sacr 
purified himself. Myself and others sh 
also be purified in the same yajna. Pan 
had offered himself, his only son, his dau gl 
in-law, son-in-law and his all at the alt: 
the motherland. • 

It is your duty to take a sacred vow which 
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enable India to achieve success in her resolve. 
India has taken a vow which has today moved 
the whole world and has attracted world-wide 
. attention. It is India’s resolve to attain 

complete independence by non-violence and 
truth as the only weapon. The world is 
watching the great experiment anxiously. You 
must take a vow to make it a complete success. 
I pray to God to bless us with strength 
enough to achieve success in the mission. 

Fooling in tho Country 

The whole country was plunged into the deepest 
■mourning at the news of Pandit Motilal’s passing 
away at this critical moment in the affairs of the 
nation. 

Thousands of messages of condolence were sent 
to the widow and son of Pnnditji, from the highest 
to the lowest in the land, on receipt of the sad news 
of his death; and resolutions of gTicf and condolence 
were adopted in great public gatherings and important 
public bodies all over the country. Ihisincss was 
suspended, and spontaneous hnrtitl observed at most 
places. 

Wc cull below only a few of these messages and 
resolutions of condolence. 

Messages of Condolence 

The Private Secretary to his Kxcelleney the 
Viceroy sent the following telegram to Mrs. MotJ- 
lal Nehru, Allahabad : — 

The Viceroy and Lady Irwin greatly regie! to 
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learn the sad news of your husband’s death and send 
you and your family a message of 'most sincere sym- 
pathy in your sorrow. 

Mr. Vallavbhai Patel, President-elect of the Indian 
National Congress, 1931, wired: — 

Deeply grieved to receive the sad news. The 
whole country mourns Panditji’s death. The nation 
■can never forget his unequalled record of service and 
^sacrifice in the cause of national freedom. His absence 
specially at the present juncture is an irreparable 
loss to India. Every Indian heart goes out to you in 
your great bereavement. Covey my most heartfelt 
condolences to the whole family. 


- Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Bengal Congress leader, 
-wired : — 

Nation joins weeping with you in mourning the 
loss of your father and nation’s father. 


Sir Hugh Cocke, leader of the European group in 
the Assembly, sent the following telegram to Mrs. 
Motilal Nehru : — 

The European group in the legislative Assembly 
;send you their deepest sympathy in- your bereavement 
.and mourn the loss of a most respected former com- 
rade in the Assembly. 

Congress Working Committee 

The Working Committee of the Congress meeting 
;at Allahabad adopted the following resolution on 
.'February 13, 1931. 
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This meeting of the Working Committee places 
on record its deep sorrow at tlic death of Pandit 
Motilal Nehru whose counsel was a source of strength 
to all Congress workers ; whose noble sacrifice was 
an inspiration to the ease loving and whose courage 
was a solvent for the weakness of the weak. This 
meeting conveys its respectful condolence to Srimatt 
Swaruprani and other members of the family. 

Legislative Assembly 

On Monday, Feb. 9, 1931, Sir George Rainy, Leader ■ 
of the House, moved a condolence resolution on 
Pandit Motilal Nehru’s death, expressing sorrow 
and grief of the Government of India, and associating 
with it His Majesty’s Secretary of State, lie said: 

Wc have met to-day under a shadow of grief that 
India has suffered by the removal of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru who, for the last ten years, held the foremost 
place in the public life of the country. 

Of his policy and achievement, this is not the day 
to speak. So far as he is concerned the chapter is 
dosed and the records arc sealed up to await the 
judgment of the historians, but that he will fill a large 
space in the historians’ pages none of us can doubt. 
However the value of his work may he assessed, no 
one will question his whole-hearted devotion to the 
interests of India as he conceived them or impute to 
him any motive other than an unsparing desire t tv 
sen e his country. 

There arc many in this House who can speak of 
Pandit Motilal Ncliru from a greater degree of 
intimacy than I could claim. He had a personality 
which impressed itself on the most unobservant. 
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Eminent as a lawyer, eminent as a speaker and in tlie 
first rank as a political leader, lie could not but take 
the foremost place wherever he might be, - whether 
within these walls or outside them. The quickness 
of his intellect, his skill in debate, his adroitness as a 
tactician and his strength of purpose rendered him 
a formidable adversary in controversy. These 
qualities were there for all to see, but he had other 
qualities which lent distinction to his character in 
private life as well as in politics, and it is these X 
myself often recall. An endaring courtesy, ready 
sense of humour, freedom from malice and bitterness 
and a wide and deep culture rendered him unrivalled 
as a host and the most charming of companions. We 
shall not again see in this House his well remembered 
figure, but we shall often recall that exquisite fitness 
of attire which aptly symbolised the clean fighter 
and the great gentleman and that impressive face, 
deeply lined and careworn, on which character and 
intellect were so deeply imprinted. 

On behalf of the Government of India, Mr. 
President, I have tried to say something of what is 
in our minds and hearts, and I am authorised to say 
that His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India desires 
to be associated with our expression of regret and 
sorrow. I believe it would be in accordance with the 
wishes of everyone in this House, Mr. President, that 
you convey to the familyof l he deceased our deep 
sympathy in their bereavement.” - 

Sir Harisingh Gour, on behalf of the Nationalists, 
requested the House to adjourn as a mark of respect 
to the memory of the leader who had sacrificed his 
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life and liberty to the sendee of his Motherland. 
India was poorer by the death of Pandit Motilal who 
after a brilliant career as a lawyer, dedicated the 
rest of his life and fought the battle of India as a 
clean fighter. 

Mr. Mahomed Yakub, on behalf of the Indepen- 
dents, regarded Pandit Motilal’s death as a national 
calamity. 

Sir Hugh Cocke, on behalf of the European group, 
felt it a privilege to be associated in the tribute to a 
great man and in the desire for the adjourment of 
the House out of respect to his memory. 

The Raja of Kollengode, on behalf of the land- 
owners’ group felt sure that Pandit Motilal’s name 
would live in history as the maker of modem India. 
Their consolation lay in the fact that Motilal was able 
to witness the dawn of a new era of great promise. 

Mr. T. R. Phookun, as a friend of Pandit Motilal, 
said that the latter was the hero of a thousand battles 
and that his spirit would inspire them to victory. 

Mr. Amarnath Dutt said that lie was one who sat 
at the feet of Pandit Motilal to learn political wisdom 
in the Assembly and, as such, he felt that, in the death 
of his late leader, one of the brightest stars had fallen 
from the firmanent of Indian nationalism. 

Mr. Uangn Iyer stated that, in the case of Pandit 
Motilal, it might be truly said that "the good that 
men do will live after them and the evil is oft err- 
mated with their hones.” 

Sir Ibrahim Rahimtullali, the President, associated 
himself with the observations of the previous speakers 
on this mournful occasion and said that it was most 
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unfortunate that Pandit Motilal should have been 
taken away at the present juncture in the history of 
the Motherland when his services would have been 
most invaluable. Agreeably to the wishes of the 
House, he promised to convey the message of con- 
dolence to the bereaved family. 

Calcutta Corporation 

The Calcutta Corporation adjourned its special 
meeting on Monday 9th Feby. as a mark of respect to 
the memory of Pandit Motilal Nehru after adopting a 
resolution of condolence. 


Tho Shradh Ceremony and Motilal Day 

In pursuance of the directions of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Sunday, the loth February, 1931, the day fixed for the 
performance of the tenth day shradh ceremony of 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, was observed as ‘Motilal Day’ 
throughout the length and breadth of India. 

Allahabad 

At Allahabad there was a complete suspension of 
business particularly in Hindu quarters. The occasion 
co-incided with the Shiva Ratri festival, when the 
Hindus generally observe fast ; many persons kept a 
fast on the day on account of the shradh, ceremony. 

The first shradh oblations were offered to the spirit 
of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru by his sou Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on Sunday morning at the Sangam 
and in the afternoon the public carried on the pro 
gramme laid down by Mahatma Gandhi for the cele- 
bration of the Motilal Day. 
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At about 12-30 p. itL a procession was organised in 
front of the Kbaddar Bbandar and it marched to the 
bund at the river bank where a public meeting was 
held just below the bund. Strict silence was observed 
by the processionists during their march and they 
proceeded to the bund in rows of two in a remarkably 
orderly fashion keeping to the left of the road. 

An overwhelming majority of the processionists 
were clad in Khaddar. While the procession was on 
march many people were seen hurrying to the meet- 
ing place on vehicles or on foot, and by 3 p. m., the 
time fixed for the meeting, thousands of people 
assembled below the 6un«i and took the pledge of 
Puma Swaraj \ n presence of Mahatma. 

Bombay 

‘Motilal Day 1 was observed at Bombay in accordance 
with the programme chalked out by Gandhiji. As per 
instructions a large number of citizens observed fast, 
while some others who were religiously-minded com- 
menced their fast -by taking sea baths early in the 
morning. A hartal also was observed with the excep- 
tion d a few Maliomedan and Kbndi shops which 
remained open. Congress workers and volunteers 
hawked hand-spun Kliadi during the morning. 

The regular programme of the day commenced 
with a mammoth silent procession at 3 p. m. which 
started from Azad Maidan and after passing the 
important thoroughfares terminated at Chmijutti 
sands. A monster meeting was held at Choupattt at 
5 p. m. where Mr. Koladkar paid glowing tributes 


AKTKR DKATII 


03 


to Pandit Motilal Ncliru in the course of a brief si)eech 
and read the following pledge which was rej)eated 
by the audience: 

Wc, assembled in this meeting for commemorating 
the great and noble sacrifices of the late rever- 
ed Motilal Nehru, hereby solemnly resolve to 
dedicate ourselves more fully than hitherto to 
the cause of the country so as to hasten the 
advent of Puma tiwui'uj, 

A similar procession and meeting were held 
simultaneously in the mill area. 

Lahore 

'Motilal Day 1 was observed at Lahore with a partial 
hartal and procession. A largely-attended public 
meeting was held outside the Motl Gate. Ladies 
predominated in the procession. The programme 
laid down by the Congress Working Committee was 
gone through. 

Madras 

The 'Motilal Day’ celebrations commenced at 
Madras in the morning in the Gokhale Hall with a 
crowded meeting of students at which a dozen speakers 
paid tributes to Pandit Motilal Nehru’s sacrifice. A 
big procession was taken out in the afternoon. 

Calcutta 

Complete hartal was observed in the city in a 
peaceful manner and in every quarter of the city the 
streets wore a deserted appearance. From midday 
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people of all ages and of all shades of opinion began 
to assemble in every Park both in Northern and 
Southern section of the city and in all the Farks 
Pandit Motilal’s portrait was placed under a huge 
tri-coloured flag, and flowers and garlands were 
offered with the utmost solemnity. 

From every centre people proceeded to join the 
main procession on its way to the Maindan where a 
mammoth meeting was held and pledge of Puma 
Swaraj adopted. * . 


*• l hote tho word ‘Indiaaisn- 
tion’ from th* bottom' of my 
heart. Wo aro in India and 
thoro is no question about 
Indianlsation. What India 
wants first is to got rid of Eu- 
ropeanisation of tho Army." 

Pandit Motilal Nehru 





CHAPTER III 


LEADERS' TRIBUTE 


It is a tremendous loss that the country has ever 
sustained. 


Mahatma Gandhi. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru left us the Legacy of 
Unconqucred Spirit in the Hour of India’s Spiritual 
Triumph. 

Let the great sorrow of India for the deatli of 
her noble son find a great fulfilment in her life. 

Rabindranath Tagore 


I am deeply grieved to hear that my life-long- 
esteemed friend Pandit Motilal Nehru has passed 
away. It is a national calamity that he has been 
removed from our midst at a time when the country 
stood most in need of his courageous and able 
guidance. 

He was an illustrious son of the motherland. He 
has earned the glory of having died fighting for the 
freedom of the country and bravely fighting even the 
prolonged cruel illness, which most oppressed him 
during the last few days of his life. The motherland 
has every reason to be proud of him. There will be 
deep sorrow felt over the whole length and breadth of 
the country such as has been felt seldom before. My 
5 
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heart goes out in respectful sympathy to tile respected 
old Mrs. Motilal Nehru, wlio was already too much 
broken down by continuous suffering of her husband 
and to Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru and the rest of the 
family in their trreat bereavement. I hope, however, 
their grief will he assuages.' by the thought that the 
whole nation shares with tlrim their deep sorrow. 

Pandit Id ad an Mohan Malaviya. 


One of India’s most loved and trusted leaders 
passed away from our earth this morning. We know 
that he has not really left us, his spirit remains with 
us to inspire his example and to stimulate and guide, 
lie is not gone from us, though we lose sight of the 
body of the man we loved. 

Dr. Annie Besant. 


In the present distracted state of the public mind 
in India, it is hardly possible to correctly appraise the 
I>olilical work and worth of Pandit Motilnl. I had 
known him for more than a quarter of a century and 
more intimately for twenty years. It need hardly be 
said that the school of nationalist politics which lie 
represented was not my school and we differ very 
wildly in recent political activities. Ilut whether one 
agreed with him or differed from him, one could not 
fail to be impressed by two things in his life and 
character, hirst, Pandit Motilal was a perfect gentle* 
man in every sense ol the term and next, lie was, 
without doubt, one ol the ablest advocates we had. 
IKi political advocacy war as powerful as his legal 
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present public life. I sec no one about us just now 
who can replace Pandit Motilal. Differences of opinion, 
there must be among: thoughtful men and ultimately 
he docs not really count. It is through the conflicts 
of opinions and ideals that a public life of a country 
always develops. In this development of the con- 
temporary Indian politics, Pandit Motilal brought 
high intellectual gift, genuine patriotism which, 
though ardent, was never tainted by the least suspicion 
of racial hatred and a manner which always made 
his friends from among his political opponents. 

Though he had been called away in the fulness 
of his age, we are very much poorer to-day for his 
death. I am glad to have this opportunity of paying 
my humble tribute to his honoured memory. 

Bepin Chandra Pal, 


Pandit Motilal was dying by inches. And the 
process is complete to-day. Congress politics have 
received the most fatal blow when its future is big 
with grim but immense possibilities. 

Ten years ago when he entered virile nationalist 
politics he also accepted its implications as his sub- 
sequent conduct showed. That unuttered vow is now 
fulfilled. He is going to achieve by death what was 
begun by shedding his life-blood drop by drop at the 
fag end of his days. 

Many are called but few are taken. The whole 
Nehru family have been called and taken. A family 
self-dedication as of King Dasarath has once more 
made instinct with fire the dry bones of the valley. 
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